REGULAR COUNCIL SESSION
609 29th Street, Vienna, WV 26105
May 27, 2021
6:00 P.M.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
The Invocation was given by Jim Sims. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Roger Bibbee.
CALL TO ORDER:
The Vienna City Council met in Regular Session on May 27, 2021. Mayor Randy Rapp called the meeting to
order at 6:03 p.m.
PUBLIC FORUM:
Brenda Nanney: She addressed the growing number of recovering addicts in our area. There have been
needles on the bus. Foul language is a problem. There has been theft where her children work. She would
like to know what else we can do to stop or slow the flow of out-of-area recovery patients. She knows
some parents who have children that have been introduced to drugs by them.
Mayor Rapp responded. He stated that Ms. Nanney was courageous and thanked her for speaking out. He
said many other people have had the same concerns but they are scared about speaking out. He has
spoken extensively with Chief Pifer about the issues. Mayor Rapp stated that he and Attorney Russ
Skogstad met with a group of seven leaders including leaders from the Department of Health and Human
Resources and Behavioral Health. The problem is that these facilities are protected by the Americans with
Disabilities Act. He does not like that they are not supervised.
Chief Pifer stated that as Law Enforcement they have to stay within the bounds of the law.
Mayor Rapp said Wood County has 25% of the recovery beds in the whole state. The police department is
looking into an app that could send residents alerts and allow residents to submit anonymous tips.
City Attorney Russ Skogstad said legally a municipality can’t just zone those recovery places out. If you see
something, say something. We should be careful not to demonize all of them. For those who want to get
better, we can be a good example. How we treat them will have a profound effect on them.
Mayor Rapp is also concerned about the situations that senior high-rises are being put in by homeless
people being able to move in. This past month there were 13 calls to the high-rise. He assured Ms. Nanney
and other residents that we are working on it. He also had a conversation with Senator Manchin’s office.
Councilman Roger Bibbee asked if the Transit Authority can do anything about the situation on the buses.
Mayor Rapp stated we are in a situation we have no control over. We want to help the people in recovery
but we don’t want it to work against us.
Ms. Nanney suggested that if there were a smaller number of recovery people we could give them better
quality care.
ROLL CALL:
Attendance was taken by Recorder Melissa Elam with the following Council members present: Kim
Williams, Tom Azinger, Roger Bibbee, Mike Elam, City Attorney Russell Skogstad, Recorder Melissa Elam,
and Mayor Randy Rapp. Absent: Jim Leach.
REPORT OF THE MINUTES:
The minutes of the Regular Council Session scheduled on 5/13/2021 have been printed, posted, and
circulated. Minutes approved as posted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. None.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. RESOLUTION: Proposal for Professional Services for Repairing Landslide at Woodland Drive
Craig Metz stated that the slip on Woodland Drive continues to get worse and needs repaired. We are
going to repair it without needing to use right of ways on adjacent properties.

Craig Richards from Burgess and Niple has updated the proposal from August 2016. It will include doing the
drilling from our own right of way, fixing the drainage issues, and milling and replacing the pavement.
(Mr. Leach arrived.)
Mayor Rapp emphasized the need for a permanent fix because of the importance of that road as it
connects Rosemar to 23rd Street.
Recorder Melissa Elam asked Mr. Richards if the money in the updated proposal was in addition to what
was spent in 2016. Mr. Richards said no that only a few hundred dollars was spent in 2016 because the
project was postponed.

Councilman Jim Leach moved to approve the Proposal for Professional Services for Repairing Landslide at
Woodland Drive. Motion seconded by Councilman Roger Bibbee.
There was no further discussion.
Roll call vote taken by Recorder Melissa Elam. Councilman Mike Elam, Councilman Roger Bibbee,
Councilwoman Kim Williams, Councilman Tom Azinger, Councilman Jim Leach, Recorder Melissa Elam,
and Mayor Randy Rapp voting “yes”. Vote: 7-0.
2. RESOLUTION: Revised 2020-2021 CDBG Program to provide funds to Latrobe Street Mission Kitchen
Project
Toni Tiano presented. $16,000 was originally designated for demo projects that we ended up not needing.
We needed a quick place to spend these funds so we would not lose them. She checked with HUD to see if
Latrobe Street Mission could receive our funds. They said yes so she would like to allocate it to Latrobe
Street Mission for a new freezer, refrigerator, and stove.
Mayor Rapp expressed his support because of the good work that is being done at the Mission and because
if we don’t use the funds, we will lose them.
Jim Sims, Director of Latrobe Street Mission spoke and said that they have a lot of food that comes in but
they have struggled with storage of that food and these purchases will help them with that.

Recorder Melissa Elam moved to Revise 2020-2021 CDBG Program to provide funds to Latrobe Street
Mission Kitchen Project. Motion seconded by Councilman Mike Elam.
There was no further discussion.

Roll call vote taken by Recorder Melissa Elam. Councilman Mike Elam, Councilman Roger Bibbee,
Councilwoman Kim Williams, Councilman Tom Azinger, Councilman Jim Leach, Recorder Melissa Elam,
and Mayor Randy Rapp voting “yes”. Vote: 7-0.
3. RESOLUTION: Revised 2021-2022 CDBG Program to include $1,562 of additional funds recalculated by
HUD
Toni Tiano explained that HUD miscalculated the funds and because we are receiving more it has to be
reallocated into our budget and it is proposed to go in Admin.

Councilman Tom Azinger moved to Revise the 2021-2022 CDBG Program to include $1,562 of additional
funds recalculated by HUD. Motion seconded by Councilman Roger Bibbee.
There was no further discussion.
Roll call vote taken by Recorder Melissa Elam. Councilman Mike Elam, Councilman Roger Bibbee,
Councilwoman Kim Williams, Councilman Tom Azinger, Councilman Jim Leach, Recorder Melissa Elam,
and Mayor Randy Rapp voting “yes”. Vote: 7-0.
4. RESOLUTION: To Adopt the Recommended Change to the Vienna Police Civil Service Commission
Rules with Regard to Written Tests, Rule VI, B, 1 Written Test

Cathy Stoltz from the Civil Service Commission explained that we don’t want to lower standards
but we are trying to give a little break on the written exam to get more qualified candidates. Math
tends to be the one that barely disqualifies the candidates.
Chief Pifer endorses the changes. Most other municipalities use one overall score but we divide it
up into four scores and have a minimum on each of them.
Councilman Tom Azinger asked Chief Pifer if there is a lot of math involved in their jobs. Chief
Pifer responded that they need general knowledge and all that they need to know in that way can
be taught. He assured Council that they still vet the candidates in all the other ways.
Recorder Melissa Elam asked if this amendment will be retroactive and if will we reach out to
previous candidates who barely missed the cut. Ms. Stoltz responded that it is too late to reach
out to anyone from the past because the test is already scheduled for June 29, 2021. This
amendment would take effect immediately and they hope to get good candidates this time and
not need to reach out to previous people who have tested.
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE VIENNA POLICE CIVIL SERVICE
COMMISSION RULES WITH REGARD TO WRITTEN TESTS, Rule VI, B, 1 Written test.
At the May 21, 2021 meeting of the Vienna Police Civil Service Commission, the members agreed
unanimously to change its rules and regulations with regard to what may be considered a passing score for
police officers on entry level examinations.

Therefore, based upon the recommendation of the Vienna Police Civil Service Commission and the
Vienna Chief of Police, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VIENNA, that it hereby
adopts the proposed change to Vienna Police Civil Service Commission Rule VI, B, 1: Written test which
reads:
“VI, B, 1 Written test. The written examination shall be practical in character and shall
relate to matters and include such inquiries as will fairly test the merit and fitness of the
applicant to discharge the duties of a police officer. Applicants shall be marked on a scale of
0 to 100 points, with the number of points equal to the percentage of correct answers on
the written examination A score of 70% correct shall be considered passing. If the
examination is divided into discreet and identified sections, applicants must achieve a score
of 70% or greater on each section of the written examination to be placed on the list of
eligible.”
To read:
“VI, B, 1 Written test. The written examination shall be practical in character and shall
relate to matters and include such inquiries as will fairly test the merit and fitness of the
applicant to discharge the duties of a police officer. Applicants shall be marked on a scale of
0 to 100 points, with the number of points equal to the percentage of correct answers on
the written examination A score of 70% correct shall be considered passing. If the
examination is divided into discreet and identified sections, applicants must achieve a score
of 70% or greater on each section of the written examination to be placed on the list of
eligible applicants, with the following exception: If an applicant scores below 70% but at
least 60% on only one section and the overall test average is 70% or above, the applicant
will be placed on the list of eligible applicants.
Councilman Jim Leach moved to Adopt the Recommended Change to the Vienna Police Civil Service
Commission Rules with Regard to Written Tests, Rule VI, B, 1 Written Test. Motion seconded by
Councilman Roger Bibbee.
There was no discussion.
Roll call vote taken by Recorder Melissa Elam. Councilman Mike Elam, Councilman Roger Bibbee,
Councilwoman Kim Williams, Councilman Tom Azinger, Councilman Jim Leach, Recorder Melissa Elam,
and Mayor Randy Rapp voting “yes”. Vote: 7-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Councilman Tom Azinger will try to get people from his neighborhood to come forward about the recovery
residence issues.
Recorder Melissa Elam had a resident send her a picture of a concrete slab at Spencer’s Landing that was a
hazard because of the way it stuck out over the bank. It would have been a place where people would have
stood and it could have given out under them. She thanked Craig and all those who made it a priority to
remove it. She also has had residents express a need for action at the exit from Sam’s Club on 12th Street.
She has several people in the loop working on it and it is already known that a mirror is not allowed by the
Department of Highways because of the inability to judge how quickly a vehicle is approaching. Other
solutions are being discussed and she encouraged residents to contact her if they have any ideas as well.
Meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m.
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